Figure 11.3
Council for Exceptional Children: Initial-Level Special Education Preparation Standards (Beginning Special Education Professionals)

	Standard 1—Learner Development and Individual Learning Differences (includes providing meaningful and challenging experiences for students with exceptionalities with an understanding of the influences of language, culture, and family background and how to respect individual differences) 

	Standard 2—Learning Environments (includes educational implications of exceptionalities; family, cultural, and environmental impacts along with the consideration of emotional well-being, social interactions, and self-determination)

	Standard 3—Curricular Content Knowledge (includes the development of general and specialized curricula across content areas) 

	Standard 4—Assessment (involves the usage of formal and informal assessments to correctly guide educational decisions)

	Standard 5—Instructional Planning and Strategies (involves evidence-based instructional strategies with a consideration of individual exceptionalities, transitions, communications, families, cultures, and behaviors) 

	Standard 6—Professional Learning and Ethical Practice (engaging in lifelong learning to advance the profession, including advocacy and mentoring)

	Standard 7—Collaboration (includes respectful communication with other professionals, students, and families)

	Inclusion Team Members:
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